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Books on Personal Finance

Buy the Milk First: And Other Secrets to Financial Prosperity,
Regardless of Your Income by Murray J. Lee, 332.024 LEE

Get Good With Money: Ten Simple Steps to Becoming
Financially Whole by Tiffany Aliche, 332.024 ALI
 
What to Do with Your Money When Crisis Hits: A Survival
Guide by Michelle Singletary, 332.024 SIN
 
Money Magic: An Economist's Secrets to More Money, Less
Risk, and a Better Life by Laurence J. Kotlikoff, 332.024 KOT

Credit Repair by Amy Loftsgordon, 332.743 LOF

The Path: Accelerating Your Journey to Financial Freedom
by Peter Mallouk, 332.024 MAL

Bad with Money: The Imperfect Art of Getting Your
Financial Sh*t Together by Gaby Dunn, 332.024 DUN

12 Ways to Retire on Less: Planning an Affordable Future by
Harriet Edleson, 332.024 EDL
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Buying a house

Buying a car

Getting out of debt

Improving your credit

Saving for retirement

Creating a budget

Saving for college

Things to Consider
What are your financial goals?

notes

What is your current financial situation?

What is my monthly income?

How much goes toward bills? Other expenses?

Have I established credit?

Do I currently have a savings plan?

Common goals include:

You might ask yourself:

It can be helpful to write these down so you can easily refer back

to them. There are note sheets at the back of this resource guide

for you to use if you'd like. 

If you don't have all the answers (or any of them) yet, that's okay

too!



Great Places to Start
handsonbanking.org

Provides a large, online catalog of free educational guides and

resources on financial topics like banking, cars, credit and loans,

debt, goal setting, investing, retirement, insurance, and taxes.

Hands On Banking

Money Basics - GCF Free

edu.gcfglobal.org/en/moneybasics

A free, online tutorial for improving financial literacy, offering 19

lessons on different topics from creating a budget to buying a

house. 

Each lesson contains different tools and resources, like

downloadable/printable worksheets, links to additional

information, and activities.

notes

Hands on Banking, 2022

http://handsonbanking.org/
http://edu.gcfglobal.org/en/moneybasics


Budgeting notes

Budget to Save - Fed. Reserve Bank, Dallas

dallasfed.org/-/media/microsites/cd/wealth/online/ch2.ht

ml

A guide to budgeting in order to save money by setting

financial goals, tracking spending, and understanding your

income vs expenses.

Creating a Budget - Money Basics

edu.gcfglobal.org/en/moneybasics/creating-a-budget/1

Covers what a budget is, how to make a budget, and how to

stick to a budget

Budgeting and Saving - Hands On Banking

handsonbanking.org/resources/budgeting-and-saving

Provides information and tips on creating a budget and

spending plan, in addition to strategies for saving.

Money Basics, 2022

http://www.dallasfed.org/-/media/microsites/cd/wealth/online/ch2.html
http://edu.gcfglobal.org/en/moneybasics/creating-a-budget/1
http://handsonbanking.org/resources/budgeting-and-saving


Retirement Saving

Investing
investor.gov/introduction-investing

A comprehensive guide to understanding different investment

products, how the market works, and how to protect yourself

against fraud. Also includes information on retirement plans.

Introduction to Investing - US SEC

Retirement Benefits - US Social Security
ssa.gov/benefits/retirement/learn.html#h2

Provides an overview of how retirement benefits work,

planning for retirement, timeline for retirement benefits, and

what affects your retirement benefits.

Preparing for Retirement - US Dept. of Labor

dol.gov/agencies/ebsa/workers-and-families/preparing-

for-retirement

Offers a large number of resources on retirement planning,

savings, different retirement plans and their fees, and health

care.

Planning for Retirement - Money Basics

edu.gcfglobal.org/en/moneybasics/planning-for-

retirement/1

A detailed lesson on retirement planning, Social Security, and

setting retirement goals.

Retirement - Hands On Banking
handsonbanking.org/topics/retirement

Includes resources on topics like estate planning, social

security, understanding different retirement plans, and elder

fraud/financial abuse.

Investing - Hands On Banking

handsonbanking.org/topics/investing

Provides an overview of investing and the different types of

investments, plus information on investing in the stock market and

building and preserving wealth.

Managing a Savings Account - Money Basics
edu.gcfglobal.org/en/moneybasics/managing-a-savings-

account/1

Covers creating a savings plan, opening a savings account, 

 keeping track of your savings, and saving for a child's education.

Saving and Investing - US SEC
investor.gov/sites/investorgov/files/2019-02/Saving-and-

Investing.pdf

A downloadable/printable guide for creating a savings plan and

understanding how to invest and make your money grow.

http://investor.gov/introduction-investing
http://ssa.gov/benefits/retirement/learn.html#h2
http://dol.gov/agencies/ebsa/workers-and-families/preparing-for-retirement
http://edu.gcfglobal.org/en/moneybasics/planning-for-retirement/1
http://handsonbanking.org/topics/retirement
http://handsonbanking.org/topics/investing
http://edu.gcfglobal.org/en/moneybasics/managing-a-savings-account/1
http://investor.gov/sites/investorgov/files/2019-02/Saving-and-Investing.pdf


Loans Credit

consumer.gov/section/credit-loans-debt

Provides guides to understanding your credit history, using credit,

payday loans and car title loans, and managing debt. 

Credit, Loans, and Debt - US FTCLoans and Mortgages - US FTC

consumer.ftc.gov/credit-loans-and-debt/loans-and-

mortgages

Detailed information on understanding consumer loans

(including payday and car title loans), plus mortgage and home

equity loans.

Buying a Home - US HUD

hud.gov/topics/buying_a_home

A step-by-step guide to buying a home with links to resources

for each step. Includes information about shopping for a loan

and FHA loans.

Consumer Loans - Hands on Banking

handsonbanking.org/resources/consumer-loans

Covers the basics of consumer loans, how they work,

comparing interest rates, and what to do if a lender says "no."

Credit and Loans - Hands on Banking

handsonbanking.org/topics/credit-and-loans

Offers resources and guides on what credit is, applying for credit,

using and managing credit cards, understanding your credit

report, and consumer loans.

Credit - Money Basics
edu.gcfglobal.org/en/moneybasics/credit/1

Covers proper and improper uses of credit, how to obtain a credit

report, and what you can do to update or correct any errors on

your credit report.

Auto Loans - US CFPB
consumerfinance.gov/consumer-tools/auto-loans/

Offers a number of resources and guides for topics like shopping

for an auto loan, comparing loan offers, refinancing your vehicle,

what to do if you're having trouble making your auto loan

payments, and more.

Hands on Banking, 2022

http://consumer.gov/section/credit-loans-debt
http://consumer.ftc.gov/credit-loans-and-debt/loans-and-mortgages
http://hud.gov/topics/buying_a_home
http://handsonbanking.org/resources/consumer-loans
http://handsonbanking.org/topics/credit-and-loans
http://edu.gcfglobal.org/en/moneybasics/credit/1
http://consumerfinance.gov/consumer-tools/auto-loans/

